
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
About Data Protection Day 
This year’s conference, co-organised by the European Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS) and 
the Council of Europe (CoE), will bring together policymakers, regulators, academics and 
practitioners to examine the lessons from Convention 108+ and EU data protection law and 
explore how they can inform the next generation of legislation. Building on the resilience of the 
European data protection framework, the conference will ask: How can we modernise without 
compromising core principles? How can ‘regulatory simplification’ coexist with strong 
safeguards for individuals? And how can Europe’s normative model continue to inspire a human-
centric digital future? 
 
 

Reset or refine?  
As data protection frameworks around the world evolve to meet modern challenges, Europe faces 
a pivotal moment. The modernisation of Convention 108 through Convention 108+ reaffirmed 
fundamental rights in the digital age and set the global standard for privacy. Now, almost a 
decade after the entry into application of the GDPR, discussions on its future invite renewed 
reflection on how Europe can maintain its leadership in data protection in a rapidly changing 
technological landscape while also ensuring agility, coherence and trust. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRAMME 
TIME  TITLE   TOPIC  

08:30 – 09:00 REGISTRATION & WELCOME COFFEE 

09:00 – 09:15  Opening Remarks  by Wojciech Wiewiórowski, European Data Protection Supervisor 

09:15 – 10:30  Main Session 1 When is Data personal? The debate renewed by EDPS v SRB (C-413/23 P) 

10:30 – 11:00  COFFEE BREAK  

11:00 – 11:15  Keynote  
by Beatriz de Anchorena, Chair of the Committee of Convention 108 and Head 
of the Agency for Access to Public Information (AAIP), Argentinian Data 
Protection Authority 

11:15 – 12:30 Main Session 2 
Past, Present, Future? What is Convention 108+ really? And where does it 
belong? 

12:30 – 14:00  LUNCH BREAK  

14:00 – 14:15  Keynote  by Jelena Virant Burnik, Deputy Chair of the European Data Protection Board   

14:15 – 15:30 Main Session 3 Data protection reform: Cut the red tape, not the rights? 

15:30 – 16:00  COFFEE BREAK  

16:00 – 16:15 Keynote  
by Anu Bradford, Henry L. Moses Professor of Law and International 
Organization at Columbia Law School 

16:15 – 17:30 Main session 4 
Chasing shadows: Can regulation keep up as online tracking continues to 
transform? 

17:30 – 17:45 Closing Remarks  
by Thomas Zerdick, Acting Secretary-General of the European Data Protection 
Supervisor 

17:45 – 18:45  COCKTAIL RECEPTION  

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

SESSIONS’ DESCRIPTION 
OPENING REMARKS by the European Data Protection Supervisor 
09:00-09:15 | De Gasperi Room, Level 2 

 

Wojciech Wiewiórowski, European Data Protection Supervisor 
Wojciech Wiewiórowski has been the European Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS) since December 2019. He is also an adjunct professor 
in the Faculty of Law and Administration of the University of Gdańsk. Wojciech Wiewiórowski was also the Inspector General for the 
Protection of Personal Data (Polish Data Protection Commissioner) between 2010-2014 and the Vice Chair of the Working Party Article 
29 in 2014. In December 2014, he was appointed Assistant European Data Protection Supervisor. After the passing of the Supervisor - 
Giovanni Buttarelli -  in August 2019, he replaced Mr. Buttarelli as acting EDPS. 

 

MAIN SESSION 1 - When is Data personal? The debate renewed by EDPS v SRB  
(C-413/23 P) 
09:15-10:30 | De Gasperi Room, Level 2 

On 4 September 2025, the Court of Justice of the European Union delivered a pivotal judgment in Case C-413/23 
EDPS v SRB, prompting the data protection community to take a fresh look at key concepts in EU data protection 
law. The Court clarified three crucial issues central to the interpretation of data protection law: that personal 
opinions are inherently personal data; that pseudonymised data do not necessarily qualify as personal data in all 
cases and for everyone; and that the controller’s transparency obligations remain even when sharing data that 
have undergone pseudonymisation. 

Building on this court decision, the European Commission laid down a proposal on 19 November 2025 to change 
the very definition of personal data.  

This panel will unpack the implications of the judgment   for data controllers, regulators and data protection 
professionals. The discussion will also explore whether the proposed new definition of personal data aligns with 
existing case law on the distinction between personal and non-personal data in the EU’s data protection landscape. 

If pseudonymous data are not always personal data for everyone, how can the controller assess in practice the 
likelihood that a recipient could identify a data subject? And what threshold of identifiability should be applied - 
does it require naming a person, or merely distinguishing them within a group? How should organisations adapt 
their transparency practices in light of this nuanced approach to personal data? Is the Court’s reasoning on the 
obligation to inform applicable also to broader compliance duties under the GDPR? And, finally, does the 
judgment really change everything to the point that it was necessary to touch upon the core premise of data 
protection: the concept of personal data? 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moderator: Thomas Zerdick, Acting Secretary-General of the European 
Data Protection Supervisor 
 
Secretary-General (Acting) of the European Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS); Head of the Unit “Supervision and Enforcement” in the 
office of the EDPS since 1/2022. Thomas is leading a team of specialists, who monitor and enforce the compliance of EU institutions, 
offices, bodies and agencies with data protection rules and principles. Previously, Thomas was EDPS Head of Unit “Technology and 
Privacy” dealing with new technologies and their impact on personal data protection and privacy, as well as Member of Cabinet for the 
European Commission's First Vice-President Timmermans with responsibilities for issues relating to the Rule of Law and Fundamental 
Rights, including personal data protection. 

At the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Justice and Consumers, as Deputy Head of Unit of the Data Protection unit, 
Thomas was a key member of the team that prepared and negotiated the European Commission's data protection reform proposals, i.e. 
the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Police Data Protection Directive between 2009 and 2016. He also held positions 
at the DG for Internal Market and the DG for Enlargement, including as an EU legal expert to the United Nations Good Offices Mission 
in Cyprus. Thomas studied Law at the University of Passau (Germany) and at the College of Europe in Bruges (Belgium). He was an 
German Rechtsanwalt (attorney) specialising in European Union law, IT law and personal data protection law, and Director of the German 
Bar Association’s Brussels office. 

 

 

Daniele Nardi, Legal Service Officer, European Data Protection Supervisor 
 
Daniele Nardi is from Rome, Italy. After graduating in law at 'La Sapienza' University, he attended an MA at the College of Europe 
(Natolin) in European Advanced Multidisciplinary Studies. After working briefly at the law firm Paul Hastings LLP, he joined the Legal 
Service of the European Commission in 2008, where he dealt first with agriculture and fisheries and then for the last six years, the 
protection of personal data. He has represented the Commission before the Court of Justice in more than 100 cases and was involved in 
preparing legislative proposals and negotiations. Since July 2021, he is the Legal Service officer at the European Data Protection Supervisor, 
where he coordinates litigation and inter-institutional and other horizontal matters. 

 

 

Prof. Anna Berlee, Open Universiteit, Amsterdam 
  
Anna Berlee is a full professor of data protection and privacy law at the Open Universiteit, the Netherlands. Prior to her appointment as 
Professor she worked at the Dutch data protection authority (Autoriteit Persoonsgegevens) and held several positions at various Dutch 
universities. 

 

Maarten Daman, Data Protection Officer, European Central Bank 

Maarten has been the Data Protection Officer (DPO) of the European Central Bank (ECB) and the European Systemic Risk Board (ESRB) 
since 2020. He joined the ECB in 2016, after having worked for the International Court of Justice, the principal judicial organ of the United 
Nations, for the European Police Office (Europol), and as a genocide researcher in Rwanda. He has lectured at the University of 
Copenhagen, has spoken at various international conferences, and served as a reservist Legal Advisor to the Belgian Armed Forces. 
Maarten holds an LL.M. in Public International Law (cum laude) from the University of Edinburgh and a Master of Laws (magna cum 
laude) from the University of Antwerp. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KEYNOTE SPEECH 1 by the Council of Europe’s Consultative Committee of 
Convention 108 
11:00-11:15 | De Gasperi Room, Level 2 

 

Beatriz de Anchorena, Chair of the Committee of Convention 108 and Head of the Agency 
for Access to Public Information (AAIP), Argentinian Data Protection Authority 

Beatriz de Anchorena is Head of the Agency for Access to Public Information (AAIP), the Data Protection Authority (DPA) in Argentina. 
In 2023, Beatriz de Anchorena in person deposited the instrument of ratification for Convention 108+ to the authorities of the Council 
of Europe (CoE). Also, under her leadership, the AAIP sent the Personal Data Protection bill to Congress in June 2023 with the aim of 
adapting regulations to align them with international standards and ensure the protection of rights. 
 

 

MAIN SESSION 2 - Past, Present, Future? What is Convention 108+ really? And 
where does it belong? 
11:15-12:30 | De Gasperi Room, Level 2 

Convention 108 has a long history. For the last 43 years, its standards were widely acknowledged and followed 
by many countries, and institutions, influencing various legislative processes (some of the CM Recommendations 
developed in the 80’s are still in force for Council of Europe members States). For governments it remains the 
only legally binding instrument that has the potential to provide a level legal playing field at international level 
for all like-minded countries to define the appropriate level for the protection of private life and personal data in 
the digital age and how to reach to the much-desired free flow of data between participating jurisdictions. The 
panel will examine the topical challenges that Convention 108 faces as a global treaty and look into the most 
pressing priorities in relation to the future application of Convention 108+.  

Key questions: 

• Why international data protection standards, exemplified by Convention 108, matter? What do they represent? 
And how they are used by different actors? 

• Are international treaties bad for innovation or business? 

• Will Convention 108+ have a role in creating a level legal playing field for cooperation on the protection of 
private life in the digital age and for the free flow of data between like-minded countries? 

 

 

Moderator: Peter Kimpian, Secretary to the Committee of the Council of Europe Privacy and 
Data Protection Convention   

Peter is the Secretary to the Committee of the Council of Europe Privacy and Data Protection Convention, known as Convention 108 
and currently working – among others – on preparing the entry into force and the implementation of the modernised Convention 
108+. Previously in charge with law enforcement and national security related privacy matters, with internet governance issues and 
with standard setting activities based on this Convention. Prior to that he was involved in topics like the EU Data Protection Directive, 
the GDPR, EU Law Enforcement Directive, EUROPOL regulation, EU PNR Agreements with third states, Terrorist Financing Tracking 
Programme, and the EU-US Privacy Shield agreement. He has also been active since 2020 in technical assistance programmes on 
cybersecurity, cybercrime and data protection in Africa, Asia and Latin-America. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mohamed Diop, Permanent Secretary of the Personal Data Protection Commission (CDP)  
(Senegal DPA) 
 
With over twelve (12) years of professional experience in digital law, particularly in the field of personal data regulation, Mr Mohamed 
DIOP is currently the Permanent Secretary of the Personal Data Protection Commission (CDP) of Senegal. Previously, Mr. DIOP held the 
position of Director of Legal Affairs, Litigation and Compliance within the same institution.  Mr. DIOP is a member of committees and 
working groups in Senegal and Africa, particularly on personal data protection, digital health, data governance, modernisation of civil 
registration, bioethics and science ethics, e-commerce, statistics, and the fight against money laundering and terrorist financing. 

 

Judith Lichtenberg, Board Member, Review Committee on the Intelligence and Security 
Services  
 
Judith Lichtenberg is one of three independent Commissioners at the oversight department of the Dutch Review Committee on the 
Intelligence and Security Services (CTIVD). She brings to the CTIVD extensive experience from her law practice and private sector career 
in privacy and ICT and her work with civil society on behalf of human rights and the rule of law to assess and address challenges at the 
intersection of law, technology and human rights. 

 

Emmanuel Netter, Strasbourg University 
 
Emmanuel Netter is Professor of Private Law at the University of Strasbourg and Director of the Master "Cyberjustice". He has devoted 
numerous publications to digital law in general, and more particularly to personal data law, social media law and artificial intelligence 
law. 

 

Erik Wennerström, Judge, European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) 
 
Judge Erik Wennerström was born in Sweden in 1962. He is a Doctor of Laws in International law, EU law and legal jurisprudence. He 
has been Director for International Relations and Eu affairs Ministry of justice and Head of International Law Enforcement Affairs at 
the Ministry of Justice and Interior (2007-2011) and Principal Legal Adviser on International Law at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
(2007-2012). From 2012 he has served as Director General at the National Council for Crime Prevention. Erik Wennerström has also 
served as board member in numerous international organisations. He was elected judge at the European Court of Human Rights in April 
2019. 

 
 

KEYNOTE SPEECH 2 by the European Data Protection Board 
14:00-14:15 | De Gasperi Room, Level 2 

 

Jelena Virant Burnik, Deputy Chair of the EDPB  
 
Dr. Jelena Virant Burnik is the Information Commissioner, the head of data protection authority of Slovenia, appointed in 2024.  
She joined the authority in 2008. For a number of years she worked as a national data protection supervisor and also as Head of 
international cooperation and supervision. She represented the authority in numerous bodies, working groups, and projects, among 
other the Article 29 Working Party, the Council of Europe and the Global Privacy Assembly. She's an expert in data protection in the 
context of ICT, digital marketing, AI, digitalization processes, and cross-border cooperation of supervisory authorities. She regularly 
speaks at different events, performs awareness raising activities and publishes. 

 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAIN SESSION 3 - Data protection reform: cut the red tape, not the rights? 
14:15-15:30 | De Gasperi Room, Level 2 

In the name of ‘simplification’, ‘clarification’, and ‘modernisation’, policymakers and industry alike are calling for 
a leaner, more efficient digital regulatory environment. Yet behind the rhetoric of cutting red tape lies a deeper 
tension: efforts to streamline compliance and enforcement may run the risk of diluting essential safeguards for 
privacy, fairness and accountability, and ultimately jeopardise the protection of fundamental rights. 

This panel will take a hard look at what ‘simplification’ really means in the EU’s digital policy context. Are we 
talking about better coordination and clarity, or quiet deregulation by stealth? As the Union moves from rule-
making to rule-applying across the DSA, DMA, Data Act, and AI Act, another key question is how to reduce 
administrative friction while protecting fundamental rights and preserving public trust. 

The panel will probe whether the drive for ‘better regulation’ is compatible with Europe’s digital acquis, or 
whether the current discourse risks privileging compliance efficiency over democratic legitimacy. 

Key questions: 
• Is regulatory ‘simplification’ becoming a euphemism for deregulation? 
• If modernisation of data protection is needed, what does it mean and why do we need it? 
• What are the benefit and downsides of the reform proposed by the Commission ? 
• How to assess the reform under the compass of simplification, effective protection for individuals and legal 
certainty? 

 

 

Moderator: Romain Robert, Head of Digital Regulation Sector, Policy and Legislative 
Consultation Unit, EDPS 
Romain Robert is Head of Digital Regulation Sector at the EDPS. He started his legal career at the Brussels bar between 2002 and 2011. 
Between 2007 and 2011, he was also a researcher at the Research Centre in Law and Society at the University of Namur. In 2011, he joined 
Belgium’s Supervisory Authority as a legal advisor. He worked as legal officer at the Policy and Consultation Unit of the European Data 
Protection Supervisor (EDPS) as of 2015 and joined the Secretariat of the European Data Protection Board (EDPB) in May 2018. Romain 
was also program director of noyb between 2020 and 2023 and member of the litigation Chamber of the Belgian data protection authority 
between 2019 and 2025. 

 

Sophie Stalla-Bourdillon, Co-Director, Privacy Hub 
Sophie spent a decade as a tenured track professor of Information Technology Law and Data Governance at the University of 
Southampton, where she held the Chair in IT Law and Data Governance from 2018 to 2022. She is now visiting professor within 
Southampton Law School. In 2023, she became Co-Director of the Brussels Privacy Hub (BPH), an academic research hub at VUB within 
the wider LSTS research group. Alongside her academic career, Sophie has extensive industry experience, having worked at Immuta for 
six years, where she led the Legal Engineering team. In this role, she focused on the legal and ethical implications of data operations in 
analytics and AI environments, as well as the impacts of compliance automation. 
 

 

Victoria de Posson, Secretary General, European Tech Alliance 
Victoria de Posson is currently the Secretary General of the European Tech Alliance (EUTA), a role she took on in September 2022. The 
EUTA is an organisation that represents leading European-born tech companies. In her role, Victoria works on digital policies, including 
on digital services, data protection, artificial intelligence, and competition. She also manages the day-to-day operations of the Alliance. 
Before joining EUTA, Victoria held a senior position in public policy at the Computer & Communications Industry Association (CCIA) 
and at FTI Consulting. She started her career at Samsung Electronics and the European Parliament. Victoria studied European Affairs at 
the College of Europe and International Relations at the Catholic University of Louvain-la-Neuve. In addition to her work in tech policy, 
she is also involved in promoting gender equality in the digital sector. 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Agustin Reyna, Director General, BEUC 
Agustín Reyna is the Director General of BEUC, The European Consumer Organisation, which serves as the umbrella group for 45 
independent consumer organisations across 32 European countries. BEUC's primary mission is to act as a strong consumer voice in 
Brussels and to ensure that consumer interests are given their proper weight in all EU policies. Agustín joined BEUC in 2010 and has since 
held various positions, including Director of the Legal and Economic Department. Since 2018, he has served as a non-governmental advisor 
for the European Commission to the International Competition Network and represents BEUC in numerous European and international 
forums. Additionally, he is a member of ESMA’s Securities and Markets Stakeholder Group. Agustín holds a law degree from the National 
University of Córdoba in Argentina, an advanced master’s degree in ICT Law from the University of Namur in Belgium, and a PhD in Law 
from the University of Bremen in Germany.  

 

Olivier Micol, DG JUST, European Commission 
Olivier Micol is since 2016 the head of the Data protection unit within the Directorate General for Justice and Consumers of the European 
Commission. His tasks include monitoring the implementation of the EU data protection rules, in particular the GDPR, and the respect 
of these rules in all EU policies. Within the European Commission, he previously followed the bilateral trade relations between the EU 
and Asia for 12 years, in the Directorate General for Trade and in the EU Delegation in China. He also worked for 7 years in the field of 
consumer policy, as deputy head of the Consumer strategy unit, and subsequently as head of the Financial services and redress unit in 
the Directorate General for Justice and Consumers. 

 
 
KEYNOTE SPEECH 3 
16:00-16:15 | De Gasperi Room, Level 2 

 

Anu Bradford, Henry L. Moses Professor of Law and International Organization at Columbia Law 
School 
A leading scholar on the EU’s regulatory power and a sought-after commentator on the European Union, global economy, and digital 
regulation, Anu Bradford coined the term the Brussels Effect to describe the European Union’s outsize influence on global markets. 
She is the author of The Brussels Effect: How the European Union Rules the World (2020), named one of the best books of 2020 by 
Foreign Affairs. At the Law School, Bradford is the Director of the European Legal Studies Center. She is also a senior scholar at 
Columbia Business School’s Jerome A. Chazen Institute for Global Business, and a nonresident scholar at Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. Before joining the Law School faculty in 2012, Bradford was an assistant professor at the University of Chicago 
Law School. She also practiced EU law and antitrust law in Brussels; and has served as an adviser on economic policy in the Parliament 
of Finland, and as an expert assistant at the European Parliament. The World Economic Forum named her Young Global Leader ’10.  

MAIN SESSION 4 - Chasing shadows: Can regulation keep up as online tracking 
continues to transform? 
16:15-17:30, De Gasperi Room, Level 2 

Since 2002, the European Union has sought to safeguard online users' privacy by protecting the confidentiality of 
communications and terminal equipment. In the meantime, online service providers have adapted by exploiting 
alternative methods, such as device fingerprinting, to monitor user behaviour. The rapid digitalisation of our lives 
has only intensified concerns about online privacy, but the regulatory landscape has remained largely the same. As 
a result, questions are raised whether existing laws are well-suited to address the evolving practices and technologies 
for online tracking. The latest effort to update online privacy rules has arrived in the form of a proposed 
amendments to the General Data Protection Regulation, which would introduce new rules regarding the processing 
of personal data in the terminal equipment of natural persons.  

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key questions: 
• Do current regulations and proposed changes effectively address the challenges posed by modern online tracking 
technologies? 
• Can these changes keep pace with emerging developments which promise to further reshape the online tracking 
landscape? 
• New technologies have been proposed as alternatives to third-party cookies for online tracking that are more 
privacy friendly. How well do these alternatives align with data protection requirements? 

 

Moderator: Rob van Eijk, Senior Fellow, Future of Privacy Forum, Netherlands 

Rob van Eijk is a Senior Fellow at the Future of Privacy Forum (FPF) and Founder and Principal of Team Blaeu. He provides strategic 
privacy counsel to CEOs, CDOs, and CISOs navigating the intersection of business strategy, AI- and privacy regulation, and data 
architecture. Rob explains complex technology to courts and lawyers and helps organizations build AI systems that protect security and 
privacy. He is a technologist with an M.Sc. from Leiden Institute of Advanced Computer Science and a Ph.D. from Leiden Law School.  
He spent nearly ten years at the Dutch Data Protection Authority. His practice is self-funded and independent. 
 

 

Cristiana Teixeira Santos, Assistant Professor in Law and Technology, Utrecht University 
 
Cristiana Santos is an Assistant Professor in Data Protection Law at Utrecht University. She holds a joint international Doctoral Degree 
in Law, Science and Technology (University of Bologna) and a Ph.D. Degree in Computer Science (University of Luxembourg). She was 
recently awarded a Dutch VIDI project to research controllership and power in data protection. Cristiana is an expert of the Data 
Protection Unit, Council of Europe; expert of the Digital Persuasion or Manipulation Expert Group and holds a Inria International Chair. 
She provides expertise and consultation to the EU Commission, OECD, Global Privacy Enforcement Network (GPEN), other policymakers, 
and civil society organisations. 
 

 

Itxaso Domínguez de Olazábal, Policy Advisor, EDRi 

Itxaso Domínguez de Olazábal is a policy advisor at European Digital Rights (EDRi), working on data protection, ePrivacy, and the 
political economy of commercial surveillance. She also specialises in online freedom of expression, examining the role of security forces 
in content governance. Her work explores the intersection of technology, various forms of surveillance, and the imperative to protect 
both individual and collective rights, particularly for vulnerable communities within, and outside, European borders. 

 
 

Rosa Barcelo, Data privacy and cybersecurity lawyer, McDermott Will & Schulte 
 
Rosa Barcelo specializes in global data privacy and cybersecurity, providing legal advice on GDPR, ePrivacy, NIS 2, and other EU digital 
laws.  She helps companies navigate privacy compliance requirements in the context of advertising, marketing, online tracking, and AI-
driven data processing. Rosa has worked at the European Commission (DG JUST and CNECT) and the European Data Protection 
Supervisor (EDPS), as well as in private practice in Brussels. Rosa also shares her knowledge as a lecturer on data protection, chairs the 
Brussels Chapter of the International Institute of Communications, and teaches in data protection programs at EIPA in Maastricht.  
She has previously served on the European board of the International Association of Privacy Professionals (IAPP). 

 
  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING REMARKS by the Secretary-General of the European Data Protection 
Supervisor 
17:30-17:45 | De Gasperi room, Level 2 

 

Thomas Zerdick, Acting Secretary-General of the European Data Protection Supervisor  
 
Secretary-General (Acting) of the European Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS); Head of the Unit “Supervision and Enforcement” in the 
office of the EDPS since 1/2022. Thomas is leading a team of specialists, who monitor and enforce the compliance of EU institutions, 
offices, bodies and agencies with data protection rules and principles. Previously, Thomas was EDPS Head of Unit “Technology and 
Privacy” dealing with new technologies and their impact on personal data protection and privacy, as well as Member of Cabinet for the 
European Commission's First Vice-President Timmermans with responsibilities for issues relating to the Rule of Law and Fundamental 
Rights, including personal data protection. 
At the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Justice and Consumers, as Deputy Head of Unit of the Data Protection unit, 
Thomas was a key member of the team that prepared and negotiated the European Commission's data protection reform proposals, i.e. 
the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Police Data Protection Directive between 2009 and 2016. He also held positions 
at the DG for Internal Market and the DG for Enlargement, including as an EU legal expert to the United Nations Good Offices Mission 
in Cyprus. Thomas studied Law at the University of Passau (Germany) and at the College of Europe in Bruges (Belgium). He was an 
German Rechtsanwalt (attorney) specialising in European Union law, IT law and personal data protection law, and Director of the German 
Bar Association’s Brussels office. 
 

COCKTAIL RECEPTION: Get together to chat and network on Data Protection Day  
17:45-18:45 | Reception Area, Level 2 
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